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before a jury of honest men as ‘more trist- 
worthy then that ‘of Mr. Howarp. As'to 
‘his implied reflection on the motives of our 
Washington correspondent in singling’ out 
his company for reprobation, we regard the 
fact that our correspondent has ineurrod the 
eninity of Mr. Howanp and his-associates as 
being an ‘excellent, aatncny ” his zeal and 


fidelity, - 

Mr. Joux Kan. gave ‘another ‘pitaeryhe of 
his regard for public sentiment when he in- 
sisted on the selection ‘as Recorder of Mr. 
Frepsrics Suyra, whom the people have 
already rejected for more important posi- 
tions by decisive majorities, - Mr. Keiuy 
‘also succeeded-in demonstrating that Demo- 
eratie Aldermen have a price, which can be 
ascértained by anybody willing , to, pay it, 
when he secured the. confirmation: of his 
favorite.. From a Recorder who owes his 
position to such influences it-would be folly 


to expect much, even were he made of less’ 


ductile materials than Mr. SmyrH.....As 
the. people . will. have a. chance’ 
next. November to designate their choice 
for ‘the position of Recorder, it may, not 
improbably, happén that Mr. Suyrs-and his. 
patron have made a very poor bargain. In 
guy case, we should, perhaps, be thankful 
that Mr. Kutiy did not designate Mi. 
Gounwm¢S, Beprorp as his choice for Re- 
corder; ‘Whatever Mr. Syria may be, he 
will bring to the position at leastsome. pre- 
tense to ability and character. ‘With a 
certain Obvious fitness, the only other: busi- 
ness. of importance transacted by the Al- 
dermen yesterday was the pasamge of the 
Chambers-street railroad ‘job - over the 
Mayor’s veto. 


eoceemrtaemneersannaer ene 
HOLIDAY KEEPING. 

The new year has peculiarity which is 
rémarkable, and which will canse it to be 
welcomed and remembered by lovers of 
relaxation and of pleasure, and by all those 
‘who seize eagerly upon every opportunity 
to flee the town, and to seek in the country 
either restoration from its sir or the re- 
newalof family and friendly associations. 
This peculiarity is that all its special holi. 
days happen to fall-either on Saturday ‘or 
on Sunday. Such a concurrence has not 
happened for 's long while, and’ many years 
must pass before it happens again. «In 
1875. the Fourth of July fell. on Sunday,: 
and Christmas: Day, and, of course, the - 
following New-Year’s, Day, on Saturddy ; 
but Washington's Birthday did not conour 
in’ this,'nor has it fallen on Saturday or 
Sunday since 1873 until this year, and 
both of these years the Fourth of July and 
Ohristmas Day fell on Thursdays or Fridays. 

The coming of two holidays together—a 
special holiday and a Sunday—must always 
have been welcome to the workers of the 
world, and particularly to that yery large 
majority of them who work ‘not’ for their 
own profit, but for that of others, or wages. ; 


sin {The partners in a business might be willing 


to work on holidays, and some of them do 
80; but those in their employment, from 
porters up to book-keepers and sorrespond- 
ence. clerks, as they gain nothing’ by extra 
Iabor, look’ eagerly for the holidays, which 
brightly break their monotony of toil. Rail- 
ways have, in ono respect, greatly benefited 
this’ large ‘class of. people. In the old 
eaerenes days » they < ‘must’ have 
been perforce confined to. town ‘upon 
holidays, or © their excursions | must: 
have been | bounded by very. narrow 
limits. But now, and particularly of late} 
yeats, sinse the introduction of the custom 
of frequent: trains and the multiplication 
of short roads in remote rural districts, 
“which act as feeders to the great routes, 
‘the question of going two or three hundred: 
‘miles to spend ‘a holiday is one merely of 
“expense, not of time. And when s special 
Saturday or on. _Sundsy, 

Monday, aman may | 


ee, 


ie A een | 


ter noo the troche | the. 

seription of English folk ona ho 
| “they took their pleasure sadly; 
1) manner ;” and what was. true of them four 


hundred years. ago is true now. ‘But the 
American intensifies the gravity of his Eng- 


lish forefather in taking his. pleasute; and |. 


‘althongh hé may be somewhat more self 
possdssed and at his ease than the modern 


y ca 


learned, is not lessened by the p ublic. know!l- 


fn mire oy ha 
1 in the management. nu 


‘The significance: of the lesson ta’ be } 

-) ye ‘the | Gevewads and Counéil 
‘| Seleotmen in. the | towns 
is: | officers in cities” are. to receive | the 
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ple is: over, wonders that no 


of. portly wrod risen to take the places | Jan ar) 
| of thoxe who are gone, but it is tho law of 
r lopment. We may safely chal-. worthy 


any country to produce # more bril- 


| lianf array.of ames than those which sro 


and. only 
and ward |. 


votes, count them, make a record, 


| | make a copy of. this record, aud send the 


Englishman, he presents to the observer the | \ 


depressing results of a peculiar and 9 self- 
imposed. restraint, The truth is that the 


great majority ‘of respectable and toler+ |. om r=. 
antee. that the money thoy supplied ‘has. 


ably-edueated Americans born and bred are 
too constantly conscious of pti respecta- 
bility and. their education, too constantly 
desirous to appear a8 refined and as elegant 
as anybody else, to give themselves up to 
hearty enjoyment of simple pleasare, which 
always involves a certain degree of self- 
unconsciousness, and, indeed, partly con- 
gists of it.  Hilarity,. gayety of ‘heart, 
abandonment. to. the pleasurable excite- 
jment of the moment, are’ rare among us. 
Sométimes, indeed, and in some places, na- 
ture roughly asserts herself, and there is an 
Outbreak like that in the Brokers’ Board on 
the ove of ‘a great holiday. But not only is 
sch horse-play uncommon, as it well may 
be, among us; it isa poor, coarse substi- 
tite for real hilarity, for real gayety of 
heart... Such rude sport can last but a little 
while ; the vivacity and .capacity of. pleas- 
ure which obdmes from fine animal spirite 
and ‘an abandonment of restraint. produce 
an elasticity of soul which keeps its happy 
possessors in a joyfal. mood for days to- 
gether, Of this we seem. to have. little, 
We certainly show very little of it on our 
holidays, Christmas is a day. of chureh- 

going, feeding, and. present-getting, ‘with 
too often a sharp caléulation ‘as to the value 
of the presents. New Year's Day, in New- 
York at least, is one of ‘dull and formal 
social toil, when itis not one of more or 
less inebriety. ~ Other . peoples: keep New 
Year's Day, and have done so for centu- 
ries. Old English literature is fall of alln- 
sions to it and to the.gift-giving of the day. 

The French give gifts and pay visits to their 
intimate friends, .Only in. America is the 
day made one of hurrying from door to door 
to make, palls upon every slight aeqnaint- 
ance—calls which bring no real’ pleasure 


gither: to the ealler or to the called upon. 


And yet, although this is generally admitted, 
‘there seems to be no hope of its abatement 
‘or amelioration. In our holiday-keeping, 
gs in.other social affairs, we seem to be set 


inte. grooves, and to ran in ‘them’ witha 


gloomy content. We have some reasons 
for ‘national self-complacence, and among 
them we'are ready—perhaps too ready—to 
reckon the general intelligence. and. the 
material comfort of our people; but it is at 
least a question whether our real, capacity 
for happiness ‘would not be greater if woe 
had the faculty of giving ourselves up more 
heartily to the enjoyment of social hilarity— 
evough of it, at least, to make our holidays 
less like solemnities.. - 
Sana 
ONE OF THE MYSTERIES. 

Opponents of the cancellation of. public 
indebtedness, as & consequence of the re- 
demption of promises to. pay, have théir 


@ounterpart in the .railroad- world. . Rail. 


‘road managers do not inelude the extinction 
of bonded debt in their estimate of corporate 
obligations. When one issue of bonds ap- 
proashes maturity another appears to take 
its place. Of the financial announcements 
relating to railroad debts. a> large pereent- 
age results from this practice. Lucky is 
the company, apparently, whose. debt 
is not gradually increased. The ‘dom- 
pany... whose .debt is literally ex- 
‘tinguished whon it’ becomes due—extin-. 
guished, we mean, by the proceeds of aceu- 
mulations, carefully hisbanded for the pur-. 
pose—is 80 Tare among railroads that we 
‘know not where to look for’ an example. 
‘Unitorm. ‘practice is in the opposite’ diree- 
‘tion. And it is ‘as uniformly regarded asa 
mere matter of course. A company an- 
nounses that ‘the new Joan is intended to: 


\Fridsy or Saturday evening "provide for an equal amount of bonds'about | 


aost any) place within three | to becdme due,” and the ability thus to | r 
pend Moeth ars ite 


-Tuise the means of. cereus an old debe: 


roar | 


P 
Of) Bibel Lees Dracecin 
Sh 


been faithfully applied to, the published pur- 
poses: part of it may have been employed to 
sustain the ballooning, policy which is, in 
vogue among managers or to meet current ex- 
penditures. -;If only the interest on .the 
bonis be regularly paid, their’ rights are | 
dormant; and experience has shown that 
when default occurs their rights are. often 
little more than imaginary. The whole 


‘system of railroad ind- btedness as it. exists 


in) this country is’ ¢, «4. malous and: in- 
equitable,~-so beset. with- pitfalls for in- 
vestors, and so calculated to deter all but 
speculators from handling the stovks,—that 
from every point of view it is unsatisfae- 
tory. Bacause it is so, wo wonder the more 
at the matter of-fact way in which ‘the 
practice of paying one debt by the ereation 
of anovher goes on continually. 

It is a bad ‘practice for both bondholiers 
and stockholders, ‘The -formerjare in'the® 
darkin regard to the actual condition of 
their’ security, and. the.-latter have the 
prospective value of their, property. affected 
injariously by every confession of inability 
to provide in the only proper way for matur- 
ing indebtedness. Management: which 
cannot, or will not, gradually niake ‘pro- 
vision ‘for at least part of the bonded 
debt is defective at some vital point; 
and sooner or later the: road will snffer, 
For while one. class of railroad interests 
may be expected to grow stronger and more 

prosperous, there is another, and. that. # 
larger class, whose futire is clouded and 
doubtful. By and by, perhaps, the Na’, 
tional Government’ will unveil somé of thé 
mysteries which under, the present system 
are sdroitly concealed; and. we my then 
understand why railroad companies’ sabe! 
stitute one issue of bonds for another, ih-; 
stead of clearing away ingateadnaes when: 
it becomes due. 

—_——————_ a 
THE LAW AND. THE FACTS, *+« 

The Governor of Maine professes to 
have ‘been guided by. inspiration from, 
the Supreme Court.” Fully to realize «the! 
effrontery and lawlessness of the proceed. , 
ings, oné should visit any fair law Hibery, 
ask the librarian to show the Maine 
snd compare the opinions of the Justices, 
with the Council’s report of its doings. The 
opinions display the Governors of past years 
repeatedly asking if they might do such’ 
things as in December were done, ‘and the 
Judges steadily saying, ‘“‘No; you have no 
business with those matters.” Awky back 
in 1846, the Justices explained that the re- 
turns and “the returns alone”. dre. to. be 
examined by the aggre and Conneily'and 
this principle is  reyeated in. various 
forms down, gy present time, It reours 
inthe latest opinion fodnd—1877. Yet a 


‘large majority of the obnoxious December 


rulings were reached by considering mat-: 
ters outaide the returns: «And they took al- 
most anything; sworn. witnesses were 
not required; affidavits, protests, unsWorn 
statements, and evidently even general 
Anowledgo and belief, were. renelved to, ‘set: 
aside @ return. 

‘Compare a few) of these ‘tilings “wiht 
-past--opinions of ‘the court. They reject: 
the, return from Cherryfield ‘because: af 
fidavits were presented that one of :the. 
Selectmen waa a foreigner, owing | ‘to 
which there was not a fall, legal board, | In 
1871, Gov. PeRaax reported that the Clerk 
to the Selectmen had made deposition that | » 


an- | he was a foreigner, and asked if apere 
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return. 


| side 


“befoye the public during the brief existence 


Copy to Augusta. This copy’ is called the 
The" Governor: and Couneil are to- 
) these returns; disrogarding out- 

matters, exeept some power—how much: 

is dispnted—to correct the returns by the 
original record; and to make out: lists’ of 
the Senators: and’ Representatives, ‘appar- 
ently elected, anid notify them to go to 

Augusta and: open the Legislature. The 

Senate and House are the tribunals to re- 

‘ceive affidavits and protesta and certifi- 

cates, and to determine all contests and 

claims of rival eandidates. ‘The mode of 
doiug. this\is well understood, The men 
who arp indisputably dlected commence the 


‘business of the session, and, by committee#, 


‘take testimony of witnesses and ascertain 
disputed facts. The House or Senate then 
Votes between the’, con : gandidates. 
These questions do not belong to the can- 


‘vassing: board at all; and the opinions of 


the Justices ring to this note, all through. 
een 


AVEZEANA: 


The death of Gens AvezaNa® will. be 
learned with regret by the many friends 
whom he made in’ this City during his long 
residence here a3.an Italian exile; and by 
all who admire the heroic band of barly 
Italian patriots, of whom he was one of the 
féw survivors, 

Gen. AVE2ZANA first came conspicuously 


of the.Boman Republic of 1849. As Min- 
ister of War, he really conducted the de- 
fense of the city, with which GaRipaLpt, 
who acted in @ subordinate: position to 
Avezzana, is generally exclusively credited. 
After the entry of the French, Avezzana 
found ‘his. way to Genoa, where he headed 
that .curious revolution of. the city. against 
the Sardinian King, The Genoese revolt- 


ed through an excess of patriotism, and 


in the hope of compelling the defeated Sar- 
diniam monarchy. to resume the hopeless 
struggle against the Austrians. While La 
MakRMORA. was besieging .the city, an Eng- 

lish frigate took up a position where she 
rendered certain of the Genoese guns use- 
less, “AVEZZANA sent ‘word to the English 


‘} Captain that if he didnot move his ship out 
tof the wayin half an hor ho would sink 
her. Threats of this kind do not usually 


have much effect upon « British. naval offi- 
cer, but ‘the Captain of the frigate wisely 


‘|:teflested that Avazzawa would certainly 


keep. his’ word, and thst, as the unrecog- 


‘yuzed leader'of an insurrection, the British 


Government coald not obtain very much 
satiafaction frdtn him for the’ loss of the 
frigate. Whereupon, the man, pru- 
dently took hts ship out'of the range of the. 
Genoese guns, and the grim’ revolutionist 
had the satisfaction of trampling onthe in- 
domitable British Navy. 

Genoa, in due course of time, surtendered, 
and AVEZZsNA-eame to New-York, where, 
with ‘ARIBALDTI, GAJANT, and other patriots, 
he led an industrious and quiet life... With 
the first dawn of the resurrection of Italy 
he returned to his ngtive land, and soon 
after:‘Ganipator lended in Sicily he joined 
him there, ‘where’ his military knowledge 
and his. skill as an organizer and the uni- 
‘versal respect felt for his character made 
him a most valuable recruit. Since the con-: 
solidation of the Kingdom he.served, up to 
the time of his death, as‘a Deputyin Parlia-. 

‘where, although he never disowned 

his’ Republican opinions, ‘he always gave a 
loyal and intelligent support to\the Govern- 
ment, He must lave been fully 80 years 


-old when @ peaceful death ended a er 


iste hyphae nig = vip gl ae at 


| and height A smaller picture, tenfold more yal- 


| have-to bring up in an ont-of-the-way corner. 
‘where it cannot be seen, The watchword for | 


+ ae apema aches ee ; 


face EN etaNion ae me! 


forever linked with the Italian. Resorga- 


mento, and we need not doubt that should | 3 


‘again arise, the nation will find 


a8 Manint, and as hohest'as AVEZZANA, 
Ct 


_PIUTURES HANGED, NOT HONG. 


og Be artists hurry over the task as 
pera’ by the Hanging Committee because 
such service is disagreeable and ungrateful, but 
certainly it to: the outer | in that 
those in by the Academy and the Soct- 
ety of Anlerican Artists with the arrangement 
of the pictures sliow little adaptive faculty. It 
would not be easy to overestimate the worry 
and Vexations which assail men of any marked 
degres of sénsitiveness when the question of 
how and where the pictures of their friends and 
acquaintances shall be hung demands an imper- 
ative answer. — Artists aré usually sensitive to 
an alarming dogreé; and; like litefary men, not 
infrequently irascible, Consider, then; the posi- 
tlon of, wo will say, the three men who havé to 
dispose of 500 pictures at one of the exlii- 
bitions of the Academy. How difficult must it 
not be to. avoid. partiality, how impdssible to 
escape censure! The fair-minded members of 
the committee would like to have nothing but 
one strip of wall to deal with, and that se nar- 
row that every: picture -would. be on the 
line. Por no matter wiiat) the picture; it 
must. go on the line Ib does.” nod 
follow. that .am artist is pleased to 
.s00 + bis  plieture skied, although it. may 
have been designed expressly for a long view. 


‘| The paint may have been put on with a trowel, 


and the lights and darks calculated for effect at 
& great distance, and yet, strange to say, the 
artist wants that picture “‘on the linc.” Why? 
Because the line has an honorary significance. 
People think a picture that is high up is de- 
spised, because pictures that are despised are, 
or at. iéast ought to be, put as far off as 
possible, that their defects may not offend: un- 
n ly. An’ artist may, therefore, know 


“that bis picture will really look better skied; and 


yot refuse te permit it to be skied. He reasons 
that those who kuow will make. the necessary 
allowances, while those who do sot will .be im- 
posed upon by the fact, that it hada place of 
henor, Such isthe tyranny exercised nowadays 
by that fetich of artists, the line. 

Since it-is the line which isin fault, there are 
two: ways to aispose of the'line.’ Ons is to abol- 
ish the line. Attempts at this have been made, 


, but in;a very desultory way. One year saw the 


Academy full of victares in groups, the mem: 
bers of each of which belonged to the same art- 
ist. © Wiiile one or two of the canvases of each 
were on: the line, the ethers were disposed 
above, and the feeling that these latter were iu 
any way disparaged could hardly exist... The 
move was good, and only unfortunate in not be- 
ing repeated, Tf it did not abolish the line, it. 
neutralized its déadly. effect, for, of course, a 
choice was made in each mian’s work, and the 
picture that looked better high up was hung ac« 
cordingly. The other way is to extend the line 
until it embraces almost all of the commendable 
orremarkable pictures. Why. this has not been 
dome before is'indeed strange. Apparently, the 
Hanging Commaitiees at the Academy have been 
waiting until some one adds another gallery or 
two to the building before obtaining such a re- 
sult. Yet an extension of line can be obtained 
by. very simple means, namely, by an extension 
éf the ordinary method used in plcture shops 
where choice paintings are disposed on easels. 
Why should not the: centre of the large gallery 
of the Academy be fitfad: with) a light frame- 
work, easily placed. in position’ and quickly re~ 
movable?’ ‘Nearly as many pictures could be 
hung on it as the walis themselves contain. The 
framework need not be so high as to break the 
entite coup @eil.of the gallery, and might be. 
reserved for. smaller pictures that year> close 
luspection. 

‘There. is still a third course to pursue which 
would consist in a combination of the above. 
The tyranny of the line might be broken by res- 


‘olutely foregoing the present architectural sys- 


tem of hanging pictures. At present tha Hanging 
OCommittes selects a large wall and puts a large 
picture in its céntre. Two. smaller pictures are 
then hung on either side for symmetry, and the 
‘still amaller grouped: about them. .. This is sup- 
posed to please the eye as it takes in the whole 
side of w gallery. But while the general aspect 


is consulted the rights of the individual pictures | 


are lest. The tendency is to hang by size, not 
by color or adaptability to Hight, subject or 


__ | technical ‘treatment, A Dig ugly, sprawling 


‘pleture (what exhfbition here or abroad’ does 
not contain such?) gata s high seat.in the syna- 
gogue from its mere brute elements of length 


‘uable, walts long for its chance, and easily may 
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‘| Jeaders as braye as GARrBaLoI,.as unselfish | 


King of Praseia onthe 24 Sophia was taken by £ 


the Russians ow the 3d, (1877,) sod ‘the Turkish: 


army captured at Sehipka Pass on the Sth. Thé 
destruction of Engladd’s Kabul army in 1842), 
marks the 9th. The 14th witnessed the seizure of 
Danieh 
luded the destruction of the whole Danish flees by- 
Newson at Oopeahagen two months later. | Fort 
Fisher fell on ‘the 16th. Gen. Seopenmrr'd 
brilliant. victory. at Shenovo, whieh virtually: 
jonded the Rosso-Turkish war, marks the 17th; 
which has also the greater renown of the birth of 
Bewvamin Fadwenre: On the 18th, the German” 
Empire was established by King WILLIAM’s assump- 
tion of the imperial crown at Versailles. The same 


‘day witnessed the birth of Louis XIV.’s famous 


Mintefer, Lovvors.” Lords Bacon and BYRON were 
born on the 22d. On the 234,the Duke of Epmux- 
BURGH married the Czar’s only daughter, MARrA 
Aiwxauppov¥a. ‘The .24th le the bitthday of 
Parpeniox the Great. Paris wa¢taken on the 38th, 
(1870,) and Bhvonbrettytein, for the fitst and last 
time, on the 29th, (1789.) The 30th witnessed tne» 
exeeution of Guy Fawxusa, and the marriage of NA. ‘, 
POLEON IH. to Evornr Ds Mowrrso: To the same: 
list may be added the first sailing of Wages Rasr- 
teas for indla as an unknown civilian, (1750,) the 
storming of the great Sikh fortress. of by 
the British, (1849,) and the reorganization of the © 
Russian Army; (1874.) 
a I ne ar 


The Rabelais Clubs just organized in London, 
has several very bright writers on its list of original _ 
members. It Ineludes—to. mention only those whe 
are known on: this side—such men as Lord 
Hovenrton, Sit Frepsatox Ponwock, Bomorp 
Asovur, Waiter Besant; Dt Mavrrem THOMAS 
Hanpy, Baer Haste, Hervey Invore Hexer 
James, Ir, Joszen Kwsront, 0..G. Lenawy, Prof. 
B. HL Paumen, and James ‘Pays. The Athenaeum 


assures us that the objeets of the club are “ the far.. - 


théeranes of the study of Rave ats, the formation 
of a Rabdelaiaian . library, and the publication of 
works Ulustrative of Pantagruclism.” These are 
pleasant purposes, and will monthly engage some 
portion of the leisure momenta of the gentiemen of 
the club But.ift’ they are good Pantagruslists, they’ 


‘will not take tdo serious a task of the study of 


RABELATS: ._Many learned men, deeply ’versed: in 
the tangled politics of Prance in the sixteenth een: 
tary. and familiar with all the details of tne ecclest-_ 
astical movements of that age, which bad their can- 
tres in Rome, Paris; Geneva, sad Germany, have 
sat up very late o’nights over RaBReLAIS, laboring to. 
discover his hidden meanings and to measure the fc 

and direction of his satires. Seores of keys to his 
writings have been devised, butjnone of them fit, The 
wisest conclusion is that no key is nceded. + There is 
nothing locked up. A man receives from s friend'a 
large package. The well-tied outer wrapper con-, 
ceals an inner one, the inner a third, and so on, 
through a series of a dozen. The last contains noth- 
ing. It is sometimes hard to believe that the whole. 
thing is'a joke, and: quite ikely the, recipient goes 
down on his knees and patieatly gropes the carpet 
for the preeious- something that may have dropped. 
RaBELAIS's bailing obscurity begets and feeds the 
suspicion that # whole system of ‘philosophy ora 
wealth of undiseovered meaning mast lie benésth this: 
surface. The best commentators give up this belief. 
I¢ is mot easy to decide whether Rasgzars waa. 
greater as a philosopher or as a buffoon, and it isnot . 
wise to bother about deciding either. war. Itiseer - 
tain that those who repd him as he would be read him: 
self, his “ thrice-precidus” amys lecteurs, make’ no 


deep and wearying scrdtiny into his motives, But | 


takehim with all his iniiaite wit, spirit, rafllery, 

fan, coarseness, and sarcasm, simply asa délassement, 
with no other purpose than relief from the cares of 
this, world. These sre readers after the master- 

mocker’s own heart. Does: be not himaelf define 
Pantagruelism to be a ‘certains gayeté d'esperit con- 
fiote en dépit des choses fortoittes f" We haope the Ra 
belais Olub'of London will not attempt to reason 
out a complete: system: of Pantagtuslism, and to 
push it to its. final development. The precious Ab- 
bey of Thelame, with its harming company of’conr- 
teous gentlemen and gentle ladies living. aecording . 
to their guiding prinelple of “do ne-you-please, Dut 
don’t make any fuss about it,” tambies stone upon 
stone if yon ‘andermine its foundations with the 
eold.tron tools. of logic: 

ee 
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